Ceili Rain mixes Irish music, rock 'n’ roll

BY JEFFREY HAHNE
Seaff Wrirer

Most people hear the phrase
“hand from Nashville™ and imme-
diately think of country music. But
Ceili (pronounced KAY-lee) Rainis
anything but country.

Helmed by singer/songwriter
Bob Halligan Jr,, Ceili Rain is most
often described as a Celtic Chris-
tian rock group because the band’s
sound incorporates bagpipes, tin
whistle and fiddle.

The Christian label comes from
the band's spirituality, Halligan
says: “Whale it's informed from a
Christian perspective, it doesn't
preach or exclude in any way
shape or form." But he doesn't see
his band a5 a Christian group.

“It's really a message of love for
one and all regardless of religious
persuasion,” Halligan says. “If we
are g church, then all are welcome
in thiz place, to quote my favorite
song.”

Ceili Rain performs tonight at
the Caroclina Theatre in Greens-
bore. The seven-member band rep-
resents one of the most eclectic
offerings in the theater's new
music series. The group marries
rock 'n’ roll with a traditional Irish
sound you would expect to hear
only at heritage festivals and on
public radio.

This odd musical concoction
came from his wife, Halligan says.

“My wife was playing (Celtic)
stuff around the house,” he says.
“She suggested | combine 1t with
the rock 'n’ roll. 1 told her she was
nuts, but I tried it, and now I've
been doing it for 11 years.”

Those years have brought Halli-
gan a variety of customers for his
work. He wrote “Some Heads Are
Gonna Roll” for Judas Priest, and

other performers ranging from
KIS5S and Joan Jett on the heavier
side to pop singers Cher and
Michael Bolton have recorded his
work.

Halligan says 1t's easier to write
for other artists because he is more
critical af his performances of his
own work.

“In some ways it's easier to write
for somebody else because 1 care
less from a personal standpoint,”
Halligan said. *Which isn't to say
that I don't care as a professional,
but you can just leave it where it is

and not bring it home with youw."

Rarely do his songs sound as he
intended them to, he says.

“Sometimes, the versions are
better than you thought possible,
and the song is raised to a higher
plane,” he says,

Although he wrote some songs
and sent them to bands, he has
worked directly with artists on
writing others.

“In the case of KISS, I worked
with Paul Stanley. 1 showed him
what 1 had, and we finished it
together,” he said. “Similar case

with Joan Jett. I had (the lyrics)
started, and we finished it off.
Michael Bolton and I would write
things from scratch. Cher — those
were tapes that were sent to her.”

Halligan would love his band to
work with other artists, as well,
particularly the Chieftains, perhaps
the group best known in this coun-
try for performing Irish folk. But
the Fab Four are on the top of his
personal list.

“Anything with The Beatles
would top my list,"” he says. “Then I
could die a happy man."

Ceili Rain,
often
described as
a Geltic
Christian rock
gruup, uses
agpipes, the
tin whistie
and the tiddle
in its music.
The group will
play al 8
tonight at the
Carolina
Theatre in
Greensbore.

WANT T0 GO?

Ceili Rain

When: 8 p.m. today
Whers: Carclina Theatre, 310

S. Greene Si.,

Greensborg

Admission: $16 aduits, $14
students and seniors

Information:
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T ew songwriters have their work récorded by such diverse
=1 artists as Michaz] Bolion, Kiss, Kathy Matees and
|
L HRebecca 5t James, Bur Bob Halligan, Jr. fsn't vour

JVerime songwiiter.

Halligan has broadened his horizons even Rrether wich Celbic-
rock group Ceill (KAY-lee) Rain. The seven plece group mixes
Admerican rock 0’ roll mstriments—elecmc guitar and bass—

with madinonal [nsh whistles, butron sccordion and villeann
pipes {(losh bagpipes). Thewr self-ttled debur has recerved exira-
erdinary mainsoream press, drawing accolades from mdustry
| magzanes ke Wi Rowr and Billboard
While Falligm’s previous claim o fame may have been the
peaple who recorded his somgs, he |'|.'-]'-r.-. Ceili Fain wall change
| that. T hope to sell millions and millions of records.” Halligan
svs with characteniste wry humor. 1 hope to reach people of
all fBachs, Ifwe find people on other planets, | hope o sell some
records (o them, 100,
His goals are not greedv, be simply thinks Ceili Rain's mee
sage 15 one evervbody needs o hear. He wrires abour selflestness

("¥ou Then Me™) and Binnge in (Y1 Wanna Be Ditferent™)

[ s -
| Tlns i not musie with an exprranon dare.” Halligan savs,
“These songs are conversanions with God and T invite the waorld

LEASE

Halliga; frant bottom right

to listen . We've been so blessed wach the response and the
way we've been able to connect with audienees ™

The somgs burst with energy, propelled by the lmeup of
Inums, bass, elecmic putmr, bumon

fiddle, pipes and whistles
accordion and Halligan's own acousde guicar, harmonica and
pitno. The energy and danceabilice give ska bands o rop for

While the band plavs gigs mrgeced at Chrisnans,
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thiir momsy
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Halligan feels Ceill Fam firs inall environmens.: ' Ceily B s
Halligas savs. “i's Celne and rock and secular

mrany tungs
and Chnsoan. At the end of the day, it's Cetll Ran music.”™

Starting Ceili Fain has meant Halligan has cur down on the
amount of materal he wntes and co-wnites for others. But he
hasn't stopped completely “Michael Balvan has his choice of
colluborators: Bob [vlan or Bob Halligan,” he savs, Y ou can
see which Bob he'd prei’

The umique sevle of Ceili Rain differs dramarically from pre-
oan work Judas Priese did a song of mine called
Ihere’s a vn whistle on the beginning ot

viows Hal
Take These Chamns
the song, drenched in reverb, | promuse voir,™ he jokes, it had

Il Ran.”
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Music Preview: You can’t spell GOOD without G-O-D
By Bryan E. Hurst

May 23, 2001

Several things will hit you when listening to the Celtic rock band Ceili Rain. If you're like me, and your first
exposure to the group was the hooky, exuberant song “That’s All the Lumber You Sent,” then you were probably
shagged by their hooky exuberance. Like most of their music, the song is chock full of catchy, melodic, rhythmic
energy — reminiscent of some of the best elements of bands like Dexy’s Midnight Runners, Black 47, the
Waterboys and early Poi Dog Pondering.

There’s the great musicianship of a seven-piece band that breaks out all the Celtic bells and whistles
(make that tin whistles) and the relentlessly upbeat vocals of Ceili frontman Bob Halligan Jr.

Then, there’s the one thing that will eventually hit you upon closer examination of Ceili Rain, the one thing
that can make a great band a little problematic for listeners and radio programmers alike (as if Celtic Rock wasn’t
problematic enough for most radio programmers). It's the one thing that frankly got past me until | started looking
at the literature and listening a little more closely to the lyrics.

Let’s call it the God thing—Yes, not only are Ceili Rain a Celtic rock band, they’re a Christian Celtic rock band.

It's not that the obviously biblically inspired parable of “That’s All the Lumber You Sent” blew over my
head or anything. It's hard to miss the song’s story of a person being greeted at heaven’s gate by St. Peter and
forced to reflect upon his past life. But many secular artists have included similar sentiments in their music without
being lumped into the Contemporary Christian music field.

And the Ceilis seem to have managed to slip their message under the radar of those pagan-lovin’ folks
who program the AAA format radio stations around the country.

But, truth be told, Halligan’s take on Christian music hardly beats you over the head with its message.
Inspiring, yes, but “inspirational”? Well, it ain’t Amy Grant, thank God (pun somewhat intended). The happy songs
on Ceili Rain’s latest album, Erasers on Pencils (Cross Driven) should warm all but the hardest of heathen hearts.

As a songwriter, Halligan has long straddled the line between the sacred and secular. While Halligan has
scored Contemporary Christian hits with artists like Rick Cua, Bob Carlisle and Rebecca St. James, he’s also led
a double life of sorts, penning hit songs for such unlikely acts as Cher, KISS, Blue Oyster Cult and Michael Bolton
(uh, we'll try to forgive you for that last one, Bob).

Halligan even contributed two classics to the unlikely canon of hellbound metalheads Judas Priest, “Take
These Chains” and “Some Heads Are Gonna Roll.” This awkward collaboration was discomforting to him. As he
told the Philadelphia Daily News, “There were records, one in particular, that had a song of mine on it, and the
song preceding mine was horrifying to me. My wife would say, ‘You've got to look on the bright side — at least
your song replaced one of those awful ones.”

All the while Halligan was dealing with the mixed emotions his songwriting success had brought, he was
cultivating a musical formula in his mind’s ear of what he wanted to do as an artist. Though he’d been “thinking
conceptually about this band since 1989,” Ceili Rain formed for real after Halligan moved to Nashville in 1995,
with their eponymous debut coming out in 1997. This was followed by 1998’s Say Kay-Lee (featuring the
aforementioned “Lumber”), and a 1999 live release, We’re Making a Party.

Ceili Rain’s talented lineup includes a local connection: former Louisvillian (and J-Town High grad) Skip
Cleavinger, who has replaced Burt Mitchell on bagpipes and tin whistle (Cleavinger appears on Erasers on
Pencils playing “low whistle,” whatever that is).

Since | don’t really keep up with the Contemporary Christian Music charts in Billboard, I'd be curious to
see whether Ceili Rain is making any inroads in that morass of a musical world.

But don't let the “Christian Celtic” moniker scare you off. Though Halligan sincerely tries to channel the
inspirational in the music of Ceili Rain, as he puts it, “We have no interest in serving traditional preconceptions
about how that’s done, we're only interested in serving hearts and spirits.”

Ceili Rain performs on WFPK’s “Live Lunch” broadcast Friday at noon, and makes an in-store
appearance at ear X-tacy the same day. Call ear X-tacy at 452-1799 for more information.
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Metal, Christian, Country...
Halligan Has Been There

By Deborah Evans Price

J ust how difficult is it to transition from writing for Judas

Priest and Cher to contemporary Christian artist Rebecea
St James or country songstress Kathy Mattea? For Bob
Halligan. Ir. his love of music and passion forcrafting songs are the
wols that helped him translate success in several musical genres.

A native of Syracuse, N.Y .. Hallizan carved a successful miche
writing hard rock and pop songs for numerous acts including Cher.
Michael Bolton, Judas Priest and Joan Jett before moving 1o
Nashville in 1997 and establishing a presence in both country and
contemporary Christian cireles. Since relocating to Musie Citv.
he's also launched Ceili Rain. a Celtic-flavored poprock ensemble
that has provided an outlet for the posity e message songs he writes.
The band has rapidly become one of the most popular bands on the
Nashville elub scene and 1s currently an-
ticipating the release of their sell-utled
debut in April on Punch Records. a divi-
sion of Power Entertainment Group. a
nationally distributed rock label based in
Mashville,

Halligan's love of songwriting began
in his teens and he was fortunate enoughto
hate-family that encouraged his—ambi-
tions. His cousin. Dick Halligan. was m
Blood. Swear & Tears during the band’s
hevday and urged his voung cousin to
pursue the music business: therefore.
Halligan began fronting a local band and
writing runes. Dedication to his craft paid off and he got a deal with
United Artists publishing. aided greatly by the support of manager
Barry Bergman. Though Hallizan's band didn’t land a record
contract, he found another ally in songplugeer Mav Pang (known
for her liaison with John Lennon). She believed in his tunes and
helped Halligan land a song called “Take These Chains.” ona Judas
Priest album.

“1t was on their biggest album ever. Screaming For Vengeance
and it was the onlv outside song, ” Halligan recalls. My wife Linda
said. *“Thev recorded one of your songs. You should at least write
another one.” | wrote another song called “Some Heads Are Gonna
Roll.” Thev recorded it on their second biggest album. Defenders
Of The Faith. Again | had the only outside song, written solely by
me. So people viewed me as the genius of heavy metal songwriting.
[t was alittle bit of ralent and a little bat of fuck. So then all the labels
were flying me all over writing with and for all these different hard
rock acts. Some came to bear frui some didn't. but it led 1o cuts
with Kiss. Blue Ovster Cult. Joan Jert. Night Ranger. Kix and a
bunch of others.”

Bob Halligan, Jr.

MULTIPLE GENRES

Halligan admits the role of heavy metal genius was not a
comfortable title for him for many reasons. among them the fact
that he didn’t want his lyrics 1o contain the negative messages
conveved in other songs on the albums. and because he was being
tvpecast. “l realized | was being pizeon-holed as “Hailigan, the hard
rock writer.” Since [ grew up on The Beatles. Stevie Wonder and
things other than rock. [ never really listened to Led Zeppelin when
[ was in high school: | was frizhtened by it. [ wanted 1o switch to
more mainstream pop but luckily ran into Michael Bolton at a co-
writers” house and we wrote mne songs together, seven of which
were recorded and six ended up on major records.”

Halligan's first foray into o label deal and a chance to record hus
own songs came in 1991 when Atco released hus album, Window In
The Wail Though polineal upheaval at the label kept the critically
acclaimedalbum from finding chartsuccess. itdidn tdim Halligan™s
enthusiasm for the creative process. [fanything. it shifted his focus
to another musical mecca,

He made the decision to move to Nashville in large part because
of the changzes in the New York songwriting macket. “In New York
| had some great co-writers. but the scene kind of dried up and the
stvles of music that Mew York writers
could write and hope to make a living

from had narrowed 1o the peint that it no
longer satisfied my creative urges.”
Hallizan savs. “1t was Kind of dance and
hip-hop and that was it. ["ve always besn
basically a rock “n roll zuy. So there was
nothing 1o do. But | can’t say there wasno
“scene avall and_no grear writers because |
still treasure my co-writers up there like
Phil Galdsion. Amie Roman. Martin Briley
and Michael Bolion [ miss all those
people. but down here it's easier; vou 2o
into a bank and thev don'1 laugh vou right
out the door (most Nashville banks have Music Row divisions),”

The business community s acceptance &f songwriters is not the
only appeal Nashville had for Halligan, “There are a lot of us
{songwriters) and it's competitive, but not obnoxious.” he savs of
the songwnring community,

“People like each other and clap for each other. The business 15
here and it's justeasier.. . [ love it down here because there are great
folks. songwriters and otherwise.” The way Halligan writes has
changed somewhat since his move to Nashville. *I'm Jess of a co-
writer than | used 1o be: I'm more of a solo auyv. [ will still co-write,
but the last couple of vears | got back in touch with my writing voice
and Ceili Rain was reallv bom out of that because | had w0
rediscover my confidence in writing on my own.”

When he first moved to Nashville. Halligan signed a publishing
deal with BMG and credits them with easing his transition into a
new ¢irv. Soon he found himself getting cuts by both Chnstian and
countrv acts. among them Sierra. Rebecca St James. Billy T
Midmght and Kathy Manea. (He co-wrote the utle cur of Kathy
Marea's current album. Love Travels. with his wife, Linda.)
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The band Ceili Rain to take its

SUNDAY
Oectober 24, 1999
Harnisburg, Pa.

INSIDE-LINE 255-1212
O To hear "Love Travels,” from
Ceili Rain's self-titled debue CI

Touch 7295

CE]LI RAIN

From Page E1
than (Irish singing lepend) Christy
Moore. I'm a pop-rock singer, o il's
a true hybrid.”

The band's live set, which
midstaters can check out at Gullif-
ty's Downstairs in Lower Allen
Twp. Thursday night, reflects that
duality.

“We have two sides to the stape,
the Celtic side and the rock 'n’ roll
side." Hallipan said, “And 1 inhabit

And Halligan's version of Celiic
musie is purely his own, influenced
as little as possible by the rest of
the genre.

“I don't want to know too much
about it and end up really imitating
it," he explained. "Many of the Cel-
tic tunes go al too high a rate of
speal for the average pop listener
to inpest. 1 believe in giving people
something that they can hum on

BY KiRa L. SCHLECHTER
OF THE PATRIOT-NEWS

The band Ceili Rain is many
things but fits comfortably and
neatly into nothing,

They're from Nashville. Sn
they're a country act, right? No,

“There is still a prevailing
sentiment that 615 [Nashville’s
area code] means either green-
toothed mountain folk mnsic
or Jesus-freak musie,"”
singer/songwriter/guitarist
Bob Halligan Jr., said in a
phone  interview from his
Mashville home. “It's a terrible
nuisance.”

They're a seven-piece band

‘two-sided’ music to Gullifty’s

that boasts a tin-whistle player,
a4 bagpiper, an accordionist,
and a fiddler among their staff
of guitarists, bassist and drum-
mer. Their name in Gaelic (pro-
nounced “KAY-lee”) means
“heavenly party.”

S0 they're a Celtic band,
right? Not really.

“We're a pop gronp at our
core,” Halligan said. “We o
Celtie festivals, they don't
always have us back. It's a pret.
ty rocking show — it's not Irish
music per se. You've got a guy
who sings more like the Beatles

See CEIL! / Page E4

@ & @ @ @ W BT S ow FoyoaW

DETAILS: Ceili Rain plays Gullifty's Downstairs, 1104 Carlisle Pike,
Lower Allen Twp., at 9 p.m. Thursday. Tickets are S7. For reserva-
tions, call Gullifty’s at T61-6692. Look in Thursday's Patriot-News
for a review of Celli Rain's selititled CD. And for more information on

the hand, check out Its Web site at www.punchrecords.com,

point of view, and that's just the
way [ enjoy it hest,”

Halligan laces his songs with a
liheral dose of spirituality, turning
them into parables that encourage
listeners to love themselves and one
another and continually re-examine
their lives. So that would make
them a Christian band, right?

Well, not exactly. Halligan's faith,
rooted in his Cathalic upbringing,
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A writer as right as
Ceili Rain

PHILADELPHIA DAILY

by Jonathan Takiff

Daily News Staff Writer

Ceili Rain sprinkles their music
with the Celtic seasonings of fid-
dle, accordion, penny whistle and
bagpipe and pumps out some
merry jigs indeed.

Yet they're as smooth, tuneful
and easy going down as the bright-
est pop-rock. (Imagine the Chief-
tains and the Beatles collaborating,
with Paul and John leading the
band.)

Pronounced “kay-lee rain,” this
fresh-sounding ensemble is actu-
ally spiritual at heart and in lyrical
intent, But they're bravely ecu-
menical and light in rouch, wel-
coming all pood souls into their
fold and intent on lifting you up,

Clearly, this septet is not one to
typecast easily, as admirers of their
self-titled debut album (on Nash-
ville-based Punch Records) or
drop-ins at their Tin Angel show
tomorrow will surely testify. Their
sprightly, unpeggable, feel-good
nature is exactly what makes
them special—one of the more
refreshing arrivals of 1998 and
most inspiring stories of any an-
MLITL.

At the heart of the creation is
Bob Halligan Ir., a stubbornly eclectic
tunesmith, fine singer and musical mis-
sionary whose flexible nature has taken
him to some mighty odd places. “From
Jesus to Judas and back again. An inter-
esting journey,” he ruminates.

As a songwriter, Halligan scored his first
recorded cut in 1981 with a contemporary

“hristian artist, Rick Cua (and he’s re-
cently had more in that vein with Bob
Carlisle and Rebecca St. James).

But his next round at bat, Halligan hit 1o
the absolute opposite end of the musical
ballpark—heavy metal! And he scored big,
with clenched-fist (but ultimately positive)

anthems recorded by Judas Priest ("Take
These Chains™ and “Some Heads Are
Gonna Roll.” a warning about nuclear
holocaust) and Blue Ovyster Cualt (“*Make
Rock Mot War,” and “Beat *Em Up,” the
latter a “battle ery™ to kids to do their own
thing.)

“Metal bands tend to be stronger in
cheekbone than songwriting,” Halligan
said, “There were always people in those
bands who resisted my intrusion, my hid-
den melodies, but certainly the labels
wanted my kind of presence.™

Despite his success in that arena, Halli-
gan considers his head-banger successes
“a hollow victory. Truth is, | was always

Bob Halligan (lower right) has penned hits for metal bands like Judas
Priest, but he’s more comfortable in his current project, the eclectic, Irish-

influenced Ceili Rain

scared by that kind of music when |
was a kid, by groups like Led Zeppe-
lin. 1 was alwavs more of a Beatles and
Stones kind of guy.”

“I"ll also tell vou honestly, there
were records, one in particular, that
had a song of mine on it, and the song
preceding mine was horrifying to me,”
he added. “My wife would say
“You've got to look on the bright side,
At least your song replaced one of
those awful ones.”

“I got through that period relatively
unscathed on a karmic level,” Halligan
said. Mo, no one tried to commit sui-
cide on his account—though other Ju-




das Priest songs were blamed for some
serious freak-outs. “But 1 was not untar-
nished,” Halligan said. “I didn’t pull the
rigger, but I didn't stop the guy from fir-
ing.”

After a bleak peried of typecasting and
lying low, Halligan struck up a friendship
with Michael Bolton, “shortly before he
broke out big.” The pair collaborated on a
bunch of songs that were ultimately re-

corded by Bolton, Cher and Night Ranger.

“That kind of pried me out of the heavy-
metal cubbyhole.”

Then Halligan hit it big with the corpo-
rate rock group Kix, writing their popular
power ballad “Don’t Close Your Eyes.”
Out of that, the songwriter got his own
Atco record deal, an album that came out
in 1991 but was immediately “tossed in
the dumper. I got caught in a corporate
shift at the label, and my album had to die
for an executive to be knocked out. It was
a very bitter year and a half.”

While songwriting acquaintances have
intimated that Ceili Rain is cashing in on
the current craze for Celtic music, Halli-
gan says he’s been “thinking conceptually
about this band since 1989.” Philadel-
phia’s own accordion- and penny-whistle-

flavored pop-rockin® Hooters were one
influence, he acknowledges. Still stronger
inspirations were “an album that the
Chieftains put out with Van Morrison, and
especially Mark Knopfler's instrumental
theme for the film ‘Local Hero.” There's
such soul to be drawn from Irish music
and you can get such a wallop if you put in
rock ‘n’ roll.”

“The essential thing for us will always
be the pop, the tunefulness of these
songs.”

It’s the sweet lilt of the music that grabs
you first with Ceili Rain. Then the words
start to sink in—deeply. “A guy told me he
was singing along with ‘Long Black
Cadillac’ for months before he realized it
was about a guy in a hearse, on the way to
his own funeral,” Halligan said.

The hook-happy “That’s All The Lum-
ber You Sent,” a favorite on adult alterna-
tive stations like WXPN, talks about
meeting St. Peter at Heaven's gate. “To
me, it's about that ultimate balance sheet
at the end of one’s life,” Halligan said,
“but it's actually about accountability in
any situation.”

Similarly open-ended is the haunting “1
Don't Need A Picture (To See Your

Face.)” You could take it as an homage
to seeing God everywhere, or apply it
to “any significant personal relation-
ship,” Halligan noted.

Clearly, Ceili Rain goes ina lot of
different directions, often simultane-
ously. Because of their Celtic airs and
ethnic makeup of the players, the
group gets invited to play at Irish ceilis
(song swaps) and cultural festivals,
“though we tend to confuse the older
people when we rock out.” Because
they're modern folk-rockers at heart,
the group is mostly working in clubs
and getting alternative radio play.

Ceili Rain is definitely part of the
contemporary Christina music scene,
too, happily performing in churches or
for Catholic youth groups with only
slight changes in set list. The group
even employs a separate publicist to
work that market, “but because we are
ecumenical, and not exclusive, we tend
to not be treated with the same respect
as groups that are totally devoted to the
Christian audience,” Halligan said.
“There’s a snobbery in that field, like
any other.”



Ceili Rain entertains
enthusiastic audience

BY JOYA WESLEY
Special to ﬂw News & Record

The drumming
: Bt started from the
REVIEW & ‘back of the house at
the:- Caroljna Theatre as the Ceili
Rain concert began. Drummer
Chris Eddy, strapped like Yankee
Doodle, started down the aisle with
Burt Mitchell close on his heels
playing the highland pipes..

The rest of the Nashville-based

COMNCERT

band et Eddy and Mitchell on-

stage and ‘got the party “started.
Ceili (pronounced -Kay-lee) is a
Gaelic word that means “a party
with live music and dancing” and
“Rain “symbolizes .that.all of. this
good. stuff comes down to us from
the Heavens above,” according to
‘the group’s Web site.

It was a party Thursday mEh
and a few peoplé in the somewhat
“small but, enthusiastic crowd even

got up and danced a little to the-’
unique Celtic-flavored rock sounds.

With his talented band of musi-
cians, le.-adérBeh Halhgan Jr. per-
formed moré than two hours of his
spiritually oriented songs. .

After Edd}r and Mitchell, the rest
of the band is made up of bassist
Bob “Buff” Harmon, violinist
Gretchen Priest, guitarist' Ray-
mond Arias and accordionist
Buddy Connolly. Mitchell, com-

plete with kilt, made contributions -

on.the tin whistle, flute and the
uilieann plpes in addition to the
highland pipes.

The concert gave each musician

an opportunity to “go crazy,” in
Halligan’s words. Most impressive
was Arias’ solo moment. After

breaking out with the opening gui-
tar riff- from Free's rock classic
“All Right Now,” he displayed his
vocal talent with a ﬁ]]l—length per-
formance of the song.

A family audience that included
everyone from children to teens to
parents to g'randparents gave a

warm reception to this group, :-

which has a fast-growing fan base
in both secular and contemporary

_.Chnsuan music. With his s].lghﬂy
spastic performance style reminis-

cent of Supertramp, Halligan told
positive stories through Ins catchy
compositions. i

In addition ‘to the song “Love
Travels,” which was a hit for Kathy
Mattea, the group played songs it
has recorded including “God Done
Good,” “The Big Snow,” “Peace
Has Broken Out” and’ "The Fight-
ing Chair.” .

The group gﬂt the audience in-
volved on the title track from its
new CD, “Erasers on Pencils,” an
anti-guilt tune during which Halli-
gan invited people to come on stage
and confess sins in exchange for a
free Ceili Rain promotional pencil.

It was a cute segment. One guy .-

" confessed: that he forgot to tell his

wife he loved her before he left for
work that morning, and a little girl -

.— one of two who danced through .

most of the eve — confessed
that she didn’t clean her plate,

More bagpipes were playing -on
Greene Street -as the show let -out.
Members of Deep River Pipes and
Drums passed out fliers and gave a
free sample to promote their up-
coming concert, Feb. 10 at the High
‘Point Theatre..




B—SIDES

Ceili Rain Frontman
Shines Celtic Light
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October 10, 2000

Dear Bob,

Thank you so much for joining us at Fest de Ville to celebrate the 20™ Anniversary of the
Tennessee Performing Arts Center and for supporting TPAC's ongoing commitment to
present the very best of artistry to the Nashville community.

Despite the rain, Fest de Ville Nashville was a success. It was wonderful to see people
asking questions of the demonstrating artists, applauding perfermances, dancing, making
puppets, playing the tuba..becoming discoverers of art in all its many forms. Our goal was
to get people in Nashville excited about the creativity that lives and thrives in our

city, and it wurked! It worked- because people like you shared in our goal and together
we made an event that truly celebrated our artistic community.

We truly appreciate your contribution to this event and its success.

The goals and intentions behind Fest de Ville live on, although the streets are now quiet.
The halls of TPAC continue to feature offerings by the visiting groups and resident
companies throughout the year; performances designed to educate, entertain and
challenge arts lovers in the city. We hope that Fest de Ville inspired people to try new
things and to continue to explore the many faces of art in Nashville and we look forward
to next year!

Many, many thanks for being a part of this inaugural event - please know how much we
mean it when we say, "we couldn®t have done it without you" .

Warmjregards,

)

(W sbd

Steven Greil Erika Wollam Ni¢hols Robert Frye

TENESSEE PERFORNING ARTS CENTER
505 Deaderick Street Py Rox 198168 Mashville, TN 37210

Phape (G155 TE82-4000) Fas (61510 FaX-404001 www lestdevillenashvillc.org




Celtic/Pop/Rock group Ceili Rain (pronounced
“K AY-lee”) has a brilliant album for the taking
and is fronted by long-time songwriter Bob
Halligan, Jr. Bob has written tunes for tons of big
name secular artists (Cher, Judas Priest, Kathy
Mattea and Kiss) and a handful of Christian
artists as well. Ceili Rain’s sound and lyrics are
both extremely unique. Big rock guitar mixed
with Celtic instruments like tin whistles, pipes,
accordions, and fiddles — definitely unique for the
Christian market, or any market. The album starts
with a wonderful song about heaven'’s reward
called “That’s All The Lumber You Sent.” The
album has a number of great pop tunes including
“] Don’t Need A Picture,” “Do It Anyway,” and
“Love Travels.” From “Love Travels”: “The
shadows, the miles...love finds you...I can love
you from here.” The band’s anthem and mission
statement, “Ceili Rain,” is a rocking song about
heavenly parties, and the band delivers it whole
heartedly at their live shows. The seven piece
ensemble is stacked tall and wide with musical
talent (we’ll do a more in depth interview with
Ceili Rain in a future issue) and the band’s
message is about bringing all kinds of people
together to party in Christ. “I want to make music
that brings myself and anyone else with earshot a
step closer to God,” says Bob Halligan, Jr. We
believe he has achieved it with Ceili Rain...let
the party begin. Look for it on Punch Records.

July/August ‘98




Citypapernet

August 19-26, 1999

six pick
Ceili Rain

The seven-headed musical joy-monster known as Ceili Rain doesn’t just
put on concerts, it creates high-energy Celtic hoedowns that occasionally
include band members in kilts snaking through the crowd.

Led by Nashville singer-songwriter Bob Halligan, Ceili Rain blends Irish
folk and American rock with instrumentation ranging from electric guitars
to bagpipes and tin whistle. Primarily known for many years as a
songwriter, Halligan has penned songs for everyone from Cher to Judas
Priest.

The suggestion to combine Celtic music with rock came from his wife. His
initial response? "That’s the stupidest idea I ever heard,"Halligan recalls.
He soon changed his mind. Celtic music strikes a deep chord in people,
explains Halligan, because it derives from "a collective yearning people
have for God, for spirituality, for home, for togetherness."

—Nicole Pensiero

Sat., Aug. 21, 7:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m., Tin Angel, 20 S. Second St.,
215-928-0978.



Citypapernet

December 30, 1999-January 6, 2000

critic pick|world music
Ceili Rain

In the press kit for his band Ceili Rain, Bob Halligan Jr. includes two
pages of customer comments from Amazon.com. Some of the amateur
reviewers/fans characterize the band as Christian; others, as Celtic rock.
None mention the elements of grandiose, ‘80s-style pop metal, but
they’re there as well.

The truth is, the band’s music is all of these, a hodgepodge of styles that
invites listeners to take from it what they want. "It’s pop music, first and
foremost," says Halligan, a longtime songwriter whose tunes have been
recorded by the likes of Judas Priest, Joan Jett, Michael Bolton and Cher.
"It’s rock, second. Celtic, third.... There’s nothing purist about what we
do. It's very much an amalgam.”

And spiritual, he adds, is a more accurate descriptive than Christian.
Despite using clearly Christian imagery in some songs ("That’s All The
Lumber You Sent," from the album Say-KAY-lee [Punch], is a parable
about heaven, and "666 Degrees" is about hell), Halligan hopes his music
"pokes little windows" through the walls that separate religions. "We're
careful to do it in a way that people don’t get the holy-roller heebie-
jeebies," he explains. "I wouldn’t want the fact that I'm a Catholic to turn
off a Hindu. I take a bright view on any sincere seeker."

—Frank Lewis

Ceili Rain, Sun., Jan. 2, 7 p.m., $12, The Tin Angel, 20 S. Second St.,
215-928-0978.
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by Deborah Evans Price

CELTIC PRIDE: Both ASCAP director of writer rela-
tions Dan Keen and Warner Resound VP/GM Barry
Landis had "1 told you so” gleams in their eyes as [ stood
wildly eheering Ceili (pronounced Kay-lee) Rain follow-
ing the bund’s showease at Warner Bros.' Musie Row
offices. Though not officially signed to a label vet, the band
s being courted by Warner, BMG, and [nterseope, among
others. Keen had been urging me to go sce these guys lor
more than a year, and Landis was kind enough to get me
4 tape, but nothing could prrepare me for the magie Ceili
Rain creates live. It was one of the hest showeases I've

Billboard.

MAY 25, 1996

scen on Musie Row during my 12 yeurs here. And it was
certainly the only Nashville showeuse I've been to that
featured bagpipes and a guy doing an Irigh jig in a kilt.

Ceili Rain consists of Chris Carmichael on fiddle, Cac-
tus Moser on drums (which explains why he is the only
original member who didn't rejoin Highway 101" cur-
rent reunion), Hunter Lee on bagpipes, newest membor
Buddy Connolly on aceordion, Rick Cua on buss, Tony
Hooper on guitar, and lead vocalist Bob Halligan Jr., wha
modestly says that the whole band is made up of front men
and that he is just the one standing in the middie. It true.
The entire band is incredibly accomplished, but Halligan
should never sell himsell short. He's a4 greut front man.
The eombination of his enguging vocals and quick wit were
the catalyst for the spirited set.

The showease begun with Moser und Lee walking
through the erowd to the stage while playing drums and
bagpipes, respectively. When the whole bund was onstage
together, they exploded into the lively pop anthem “Love
Travels," and the audicnce was mesmerized.

{Comtinued on next poge)

HIGHER GROUND

(Continued from preceding page)

It's hard to define Lhe Ceili Rain
gound, since they are unlike anything
else out there. | almost feel guilty for
writing about them in this, the Chris-
tian music column, because their
music is 0 much more expansive. And
though the bright pop melodies and
positive lyrics are perfect for the
Christian market, these guys deserve
to be heard by the entire world. Their
petential is limitless, because they
huve an appeal that knows no bound-
aries,




Radio hour is international stage for independent musicians

Thie Assoctared Press

LEXINGTON, Ky, — In the gen-
ré-obsessed world of modern popular
music there is no obvious pigeonhole
for a band like Ceili Rain, a septet that
blends elememts of Celic, folk, pop
and Chrstian music

That waz exactly why singer Bob

Celtic rock band Ceili Rain, of Nashvilie, Tenn.
Radio Hour at PLANET Il studio in Lexingto

. ——— i

JANUARY,

Helligan Jr. and the rest of his band
were right a8 home when they showed
up to play selections from their seff-
titled album at 2 recent taping of the
Woodsongs Old-Time Radio Hour.
“This is a powerful Celic record,”
Woodsongs host Michae! Johnathon
told an audhence of show 30 crammed

1999

into the Planet 111 Recording Studio
“This 15 “arena Celtic.”™

Genre bending and blending may
be anathema to major record fabels,
bamt it"s exactly what Johnathon, = folk
singer himself, wants on his seven-
month-old show, which he likes to
dzseribe as & “global living room con-

The Aszociated Press
» performs during taping of the Woodsongs Old-Time
L n, Ky. Woodsongs, which provides an international
stage for independent musiclans, currently is heard on 31 radio stations in the United States, as
well as in Canada, France, Poland, the Natherlands, Slovenia and Australia.

cer”

Distributed by Johnathon's Lex-
ington-hased PoetMan Records USA
labe! and the World Radio public neor-
work, Woodsongs currently is heard
on 31 radio stations in the Uniled
Sates, as well as in Canada. France,
Poland, the Netherlonds, Shovenia and
Australia

“The goal is 1o 221 the audience
out of the star system and into where
real music comes from,” Johpathon
sid. “'Real music 15 not pristine and i1
isn’t clean, perfect, It 15 raw and grity
and the best music 1= made by
unknown people,”

Woodsongs is taped each Monday
evening a1 Plane: ramshackle
private stucio built in the middle of an
herb garden, jus1 off a busy avenue
about & mile from downtown Lexing-
Lear.

Audience members ling up at the
door for free admission 15 mir
before the taping: they sit on plastic
garden chairs and are weleome 1o help
themselves 1o apple cider and he
made cookics

Johnathon's other puest on the
show that featured Ceili Rain was
singer-songwriter  Scod
Johnathon's introduction of Robinson
prompted one audisnce member 1o
break into loud applause and cheer-
ing.

“He brought his fan with him.’
Johnathon cracked

The show moves quickly and
Johnathon makes an affable master of
ceremonies, mixing songs from the
periormers, plugs for their albums and
the Woodsongs wehsite — “the only

18-

Robinson

folk-American bluegrass newscast in
public radio”™ — and friendly banter

Inreducing Robinson, an acouwstic
balladesr whe hiad to follow the fast-
paced music of Ceili Rain. Johniathon
recalled going to & Judds concent
where Garth Brooks was the opening
1CE

“You'we got the same look in your
eye 45 Wynonna did ofter Ganh
Hrooks opened up,” Johnathon 1old
Fobinsen, who cradl
sat in a charr m front of
hinson then play
ntled “A Chance
1 the memorable o
weren't for the chance

you, I'd never go 1o sleep™ — amd

1= he

instrected listeners on how (o per g
copy of his seli-produced compaet
sc. ‘Mellow Drama.’

' ou see o "92 Prizm with the
oow bashed in, make the
n for CD and 1'1 pull
" he joked
steners m Hollund

that,”  Johnathon

5 5ide
INLETAALIDT
Ove

d sell you ¢

will sppreciae
responded
Robinson, 41

e nizht o

i didn’

plaved his fira gig
h schoel

iidu-
become a full-ume
rago
mn a Japanese restourant
driven a gerboge truck,” he said
the taping. “1 hit 40 and T decided 1o
give it a skt
The to play on Woodsongs
“mieans evervehing™ 1o him, Robinsaon
said. “It’s sharing music,” he swd
“Hopefully, peaple will find some-

mus|eaan il abowt @ y

Please see Radio, Page C6

Radio

Continued from Page C1

thing to like about your music.”

Halligan, the front man for Ceili
Rain, has long been a pant of main-
stream American pop, wriling songs
for acts as diverse as KISS, Judas
Priest, Joan Jett and Cher. And Ceili
Rain's songs have been recorded and
made hits by other artists, including
country singer Kathy Mattea and
Christian anists Rebecca 5. James
and Eli. Helligan said Ceili Ruin sim-
ply needs fo bypass what he calls the
“gatekeepers™ a1 the major record
labels 1o find weceptance from & wide
sudience.

“1 think we'll be in the mainsream
eveniually; it's just going to take some
ume to crack through. The songs are
proving themselves,” he said.

Like previous appearances on Pub-
lic Rodio International’s Mountun
Swape and World Cafe programs, play-
ing Woodsongs is an imporianl oppor-
tunity fior @ band like Ceili Rain, Hal-
ligen sad.

*“This 15 very exciling. Any musi-
cian likes vo work smart, not hard, and
this is a great opportunity o do that,”
he said. “You can reach thousands of
people in one shot, vs, 1200in a club.”

Johnathon said be wams Wood-
songs to show listeners that music is
nat only 3 spectator sport.

“Hopefully, by having a show that
is geared around so many wonderful,
hard-working, neaching-oul artsts,
more people feel like they can do it
he said, “Muzic 15 nod star-system
dependent. It is dependent only on
your willingness to make music.”

“This i= son of a global lesson in
how to tum the TV off,” he added
“Not to sound pretentious, but really
that's what it is. We wanl people to
fee] like they can do "
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