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CATHOLIC MUSIC TEENS WILL LISTEN TO

Fans of Ceili Rain say that the band
offers Christian music a whole lot
more than an incredible fusion of
Celtic inspired rock - they offer hope
from a whole different perspective. -

Lead singer, songwriter .and
acoustic guitarist Bob Halligan, Jr.
says it this way, “Ceili Rain is about
helping people find their way to God
and to who they're uniquely meant to
be - not who other people sdy they
should be. We have no interest in
serving traditional precunceptiun‘s
about how that’s done, we're only
1ntercstcd in serving hearts “and
spirits.”

A believer' for most ‘of hissife,
Halligan is passionate 4680fbriging
the message of love and hope to
people in a style that “lets the Holy
Spirit do most of the talking.” And his

- Celll

track record as a respected songwriter
proves his point. Having gamered
dozens of mainstream hits for artists
such as Michael Bolton, KISS, Kathy
Mattea and Cher - Halligan has
effectively mastered the art of weaving
Biblical truths into songs that often
take the audience by surprise.

Ceili Rain (pronounced KAY-les)
hit the ground running in 1995, and
quickly gained critical acclaim with
their self-titled CD debut in 1998
featuring, “That's All The Lumber You
Sent.” That song and others have been
recorded -by a number of Christian
artists dncluding Eli, Bob Carlislg,
Rebecoa i8Sy, Jaoles, Rick Cua G eaff
Moore and the Distdnce, and othérsfs»

The band's unique blend of soulfiil
lyrics and hard-driving rock licks,
flavored with the playful sounds-of the

Rain -

tin whistle, button accordion, fiddle
and bagpipes may be a musical
departure from most commercial
offerings, but is in fact, the very sound
riveting the attention of fans and
critics everywhere. Halligan smiles
and says, “I've learned to put my faith
in the audience, not current trends in
music. We're a sound that's come of
age, and I believe the music world is
ready for us.”

Also hailed as a “family-friendly”
band, Ceili Rain enjoys an audience
appeal ranging from ages 3 to 93,
Their repertoire has a way of speaking
to both spirit and soul, so it's not
uncommon to see both young and old
respond by leaping from their seats to
dance a little jig during a show.
Despite all the accolades, Halligan
makes it clear, “I don’t want people to
say of us, ‘Those guys are great,’ but
rather, ‘we had a great time."” He goes
on to say, “If people’s hearts have
been touched and they are miore
encouraged and uplifted after our
show than when they came in, then we
hit the mark:"

The release of their newest p:I.'D_]GC-E
Erasers on Pencils, Ceili’s-song list
will feature such compelling tunes as
“Junkyard,” a song co-written with
wife Linda, calling for people to be
vigilant in guarding their minds and
hearts from: the -assaults of worldly
input, “This'song is about having a

righteous indignation toward-evil and

is.probably pivotal to the album’s
personality,” says Halligan. The title
track, “Erasers On Pencils,”
incorporates a fun twist of Latin

rhythm to speak of God's forgiveness
and compassion for our daily
mistakes. And the upbeat “God Done
Good" swells with praise and
thanksgiving for his wife and little boy
- a song that's destined to be a chart-
topper.

Comprised of a talented group of
seasoned musicians, the seven-
member band includes 3-time All-
Ireland Button Accordion Champion
Buddy Connolly; lead guitarist
Raymond Arias; fiddle player
Gretchen Priest; drummer Chris Eddy
(son of Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame's
Duane Eddy); bass player Bob “Buff:"
Harmon; and tin whistle and bagpipe
player Burt Mitchell.

Their “perspective” on drawing
men’s hearts to God is simple - put on
a welcome mat for everyone, and love
them right where they're at. Halligan
says thoughtfully, “Ceili Rdin exists to
promote the-idea that Jesus wants us to
help - others- know Him by
demonstrating an attitude of love and
joy, rather than of fear and judgment.”

With that as their daily creed,
Halligan is more excited than ever
about the band’s future and believes
they-are perfectly poised to see God
use them totouch all who would cross
their path.

For more~information phone and
fax to: (615)1781-9986, www.ceilirain
.com, ceilimail@mindspring.com.
€ID’s - are - also available at
JustCatholic.com.
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Erasers On Pencils

Cross Driven Records!Mima Rekidz, 2000,

12 songs (www.ceilirain.com; celimoil@mind-
spring.com; call 615-791-9986)

As the year 2000 comes to a close, its
natural thar we use this mulestone marker
as our [inal opportunity to draw tha
proverbial line in the sand, separatin
R e e e
cclipsing two millenmia. But this year of
the Lords favor can also be the line of
demarcation where hope [ora new lomor-
row with Him in heaven reigns supreme
— where past mistakes are forgiven and
the lormer things will all pass away. That is
precisely what “Erasers On Pencils” is for.

This CD could be deemed the “Official
Soundtmack of the Grear Jubilee.” Sharng
the Christ-cemered foie de vivie exhibited
here borders on being a pious ac warthy of
a plenary indulgence. Irish Catholic Bob
Flalligan Jr. & Co. have onee again dished
out 12 slices of life that examime the frailties
of our human condition, exhilarate with
agamst-all-odds victories and just plain
remind us how good it is 1o be alive: "We
can't let our jukebox just play the blues”
Halligan says. * ‘Life Is A Polka.' Come on
and dance, dance, dance!” S0, grab a pan-
ner that “wortt let go” and get out there! But
dlomt forget this CD. You'll need it.

Vignette no. 1, entitled "Jigorous,” spins
the true metaphoric tale of Bobs mother
coping with her advancing age and some
tempaorary dementia by holding on to the
one thing that grounds her: "A song that
she thinks shek heard before 7 She reaches
[or her Partner and heads out o the floor”

And the dance begms

“God Done Goad” follows with a peek
at the Halligan family allum, centering on
ther 16-year pamiul, prayerful pursuir of
pregnancy answered by the adoption of a
son [rom “far, far away™ "Got no money /
pot no Lune £ gotno title belore my name /
Gon [oad and water / hrick and wood / got
livve and laughter / God Done Good "

Qour

s
= = .

The Latin infused title rack “Frasers
On Pencils” illustrates the dichotomous

dllonsn between rioht ancd winne an

who asks we forgive seven times seventy,
all wath the help of a simple pencil.

Then, with a full measure of Celtic
splendor, we learn how to pull ourselves
out of life’s devilish potholes. In this terpst-
chorean chase reminiscent of a cenain
sprightly leprechaun, Ceil Rain conchudes
that “life is what happens "Tween the Jigs
&r Reels" "

The waliz-ballad “1t Only Tickles When
You Do 1™ playlully vet poignantly
explores lather/son relationships, includ-
ing the one we have with the Father of All:
“Well, its true that it smarts when He
shouts in my ears / But the silence hun
more belore He was here”

To conclucle this numba, this waliz, this
jitterbug, we mistakenly saunter o a dank
and dinty “Junkyard " But this one is located
in the recesses of our soul where we regu-
larly receive refuge from a confusing, violent
cyberworld, hell-bent on destroying our
temple. Mo onek safe, until we all say: "My
heart is not a junkyard / My mind is not a
dump for all the gunk around / My spirits
not a punloyard / Mo, 1t Holy Gr-:mnr.f .

PJ'S OK: Sure-looted Cellic popfrock
band Ceili Rain is message-laden famly
entertainment, spiritually i step with the
dance ol life, seeming 1o say, “Go alead
and {ill your dance cards, bat darlin’, save
the last dance for me!”
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Mr. Robert Halligan
629 Watson Branch Drive
Franklin, TN 37064

Dear Bobh,
I do thank you for the concert given in our church on April 29, 1999,

The event provided financial support for a very important youth activity: a summer
mission trip to Mobile, AL to work in poverty areas.

Ceili Rain’s music, as provided here, was good family entertainment. Our families in
good numbers attended and enjoyed the evening very much.

Sincerely in Christ,

(sl

Reverend E. C. Arnold



